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LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

ABERDEEN, 6 September 2022.  Minute of meeting of the LICENSING 

COMMITTEE.  Present:  Councillor Al-Samarai, Convener; Councillor Delaney, 
Vice Convener; and Councillors Boulton, Clark, Crockett, Fairfull, Farquhar, 

Henrickson, MacGregor, Malik, McLeod, Tissera and van Sweeden. 
 
 

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here. 
 

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered. 

 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS 
 
1. Members were requested to intimate any declarations of interest or transparency 

statements in respect of the items on today’s agenda, thereafter the following were 
intimated:- 

 
(1) The Convener declared an interest in relation to item 8.13 (Request for Exemption 

from Permitted Vehicle Policy – Steven Hall PH105), by virtue of her knowing the 

applicant. She advised that the nature of her interest required her to leave the 
meeting and took no part in the Committee’s deliberations thereon; 

(2)  Councillor Clark declared an interest in relation to item 8.13 (Request for 

Exemption from Permitted Vehicle Policy – Steven Hall PH105) and item 10.3 
(Request for Suspension or Revocation (Paragraph 11) of a Taxi Driver’s Licence), 

by virtue of her knowing the applicants. She advised that the nature of her interest 
required her to leave the meeting and took no part in the Committee’s deliberations 
thereon; and 

(3) Councillor Malik declared an interest in relation to item 8.12 (Grant of a Taxi 
Operator Licence – Varinder Sood), by virtue of him knowing the applicant. He 

advised that the nature of his interest required him to leave the meeting and took 
no part in the Committee’s deliberations thereon. 

 

 
DEPUTATION IN RELATION TO ITEM 9.2 (STREET KNOWLEDGE TEST - 

CONSULTATION RESULTS) FROM ABERDEEN TAXIS, COMCAB ABERDEEN AND 
RAINBOW CITY TAXIS - RUSSELL MCLEOD 
 

2. The Committee had before it a deputation from Mr Russell McLeod, Rainbow City 

Taxis in relation to agenda item 9.2 (Street Knowledge Test – Consultation Feedback). 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to hear the deputation prior to consideration of the report, which was to be taken sooner 

on the agenda.  
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LICENSING COMMITTEE 

6 September 2022 
 

 
 

 

STREET KNOWLEDGE TEST - CONSULTATION FEEDBACK - COM/22/181 
 
3. With reference to article 2 of this minute, the Committee heard from Mr Russell 

McLeod on the proposals outlined in the report and by way of the consultation documents 
circulated previously by officers in terms of the review of the Street Knowledge Test. 

 
In relation to the question regarding an amended test for Private Hire drivers, Mr McLeod 
advised that, although the responses were close, it was important to recognise that the 

conclusion was that there should be no amended test for Private Hire drivers, which was 
in his opinion, a view that 99% of the trade share. He explained that all drivers should be 

trained to the same level, but accepted that it was a different licence, although in 
Aberdeen they both do exactly the same job. He indicated that currently all three of 
Aberdeen’s largest Taxi Companies (Aberdeen Taxis, ComCab Aberdeen and Rainbow 

City Taxis), operate using both taxis and private hire vehicles which were driven by Taxi 
Drivers, to do the same job, and therefore it was in nobody’s interest, especially the 

public, to have a two-tier system, when they were doing the same job. He intimated that 
it was quite clear, that the test for Private Hire drivers should not be abolished and 
therefore requested that the Committee should dismiss this option.  

 
In relation to whether the test re-sit procedure should be amended, Mr McLeod advised 
that Aberdeen Taxis, ComCab Aberdeen and Rainbow City Taxis had sought changes 

for over three years and the current test format not only dissuaded applicants from 
attempting, but also from re-sitting the test.  
 

In relation to the proposal for a driver training qualification to be introduced, Mr McLeod 
agreed that it should be considered in the future, but at this time, it was important to let 

the trade get back on its feet first.  
 

Mr McLeod acknowledged that there was a shortage of taxis for night-time revellers, but 
explained that they were the only trade, which was tackling this issue, intimating that 
there was no other help at peak-times, there were no buses and there was the access 

issue to the busiest night-time rank (St Nicholas Church). 
 

Mr McLeod advised that earlier this week, he had been advised that the Taxi Rank 
Marshals’ hours had been adjusted to coincide with the ranks at peak times and was 
assured that the next step of the City Centre Masterplan, would see taxis and private hire 

vehicles gain access to Union Street at Market Street and Bridge Street.  
 

Mr McLeod made reference to the Taxi Driver Training Schools which were being 
conducted by the three companies. 
 

Mr McLeod provided details regarding the proposal from Aberdeen Taxis, ComCab 
Aberdeen and Rainbow City Taxis to increase taxi driver numbers due to a significant 

decrease as a result of Covid 19, as follows:- 

 That each of the 4 modules be treated as individual, if an applicant passed one 

module at their first visit, they should be allowed to keep “bank”’ that pass for 6 
months. Therefore, once an applicant had passed one module, they then have 6 
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6 September 2022 
 

 
 

 

months to pass all 4 modules, if each test had a cost, then the applicant would 
need to meet this cost.  

 If after 6 months the applicant had not passed, then they need to undertake all 

four sections again. This would not erode the test as each applicant would be 
required to put in the same effort, just without the pressure to pass all modules, or 

have to start again;  

 This would encourage more applicants and in time will have a positive impact on 
the number of drivers in the city. We would estimate that within 6 months, this 

could result in another 25+ drivers, but with no eradication, to our very high 
standards;  

 Each successful applicant would still need to pass all modules, just not all at once. 
Each driver would still need to pass the same test as every other driver; and 

 We are also of the opinion that the 75% pass rate needs to be reviewed. This is 
something that we would intend to take back to the Taxi and Private Hire Car 
Consultation Group. 

 
The Convener, on behalf of the Committee, thanked Mr McLeod for his deputation. 

 
With reference to article 24 of the minute of the previous meeting of 5 July 2022, the 
Committee had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which outlined the 

results of the consultation with the taxi trade and the general public on possible 
amendments to the Street Knowledge Test.  

 
The report recommended:- 

that the Committee –  

(a) consider the consultation responses; and  
(b) agree to progress any options considered appropriate. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to note the consultation responses; 

(ii) to agree not to amend or abolish the test for Private Hire drivers; 
(iii) to agree that if the applicant fails one section of the test, they would be afforded 

one opportunity to resit that section of the test again within a three month period; 
(iv) to note that if the applicant fails more than one section of the test, they would be 

required to sit all sections of the test again under no time constraints; and 

(v) to defer consideration of introducing a SQA qualification or equivalent at this time 
and that a report be submitted to the Committee in this regard in 12 months’ time.  

 
 
MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 5 JULY 2022 

 
4. The Committee had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 5 July 2022, for 

approval.  
 
The Committee resolved:-  

to approve the minute. 
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COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER 
 
5. The Committee had before it the Committee Business Planner as prepared by the 

Chief Officer – Governance. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to note the content of the Business Planner. 
 

 
REFERRALS FROM THE TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

MEETING OF 26 AUGUST 2022 
 
6. The Committee had before it three referrals from the meeting of the Taxi and 

Private Hire Car Consultation Group of 26 August 2022, for consideration. 
 

The referrals related to a request that (1) the Licensing Committee consider whether to 
bring forward the Taxi Fare Review process; (2) the Licensing Committee consider 
deferring the Taxi Demand Survey for a period of 12 Months; and (3) the Licensing 

Committee agree to increase the number of annual meetings of the group to four, 
commencing in 2023. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to take no action at this time in relation to bringing forward a review of the Taxi 

Fare Review; 
(ii) to defer the commencement of a Taxi Demand Survey for 12 months; and 
(iii) to increase the number of annual meetings of the Taxi and Private Hire Car 

Consultation Group to four, commencing in 2023. 
 

 
NEW LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 16 CRAIGIE STREET, 
FLAT A 

 
7. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
 
 
RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 37 
ORCHARD STREET 

 
8. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
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RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 8 
ORCHARD ROAD 
 

9. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 

 
 
NEW LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 38 FONTHILL 

TERRACE 
 

10. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
 

 
NEW LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 13 ROSE STREET, 

FLAT A 
 
11. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
 

 
NEW LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - 13 ROSE STREET, 
FLAT B 

 
12. The Committee were advised that the licence had been granted under delegated 

powers. 
 
 
NEW LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION -  80 WESTERN ROAD 
 
13. The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager, 

which advised that the application was before the Committee for the reason that two 
letters of representation had been submitted; and that the necessary upgrading work and 

certification had not been completed. 
 
Mrs Jocelyn Janssen, Private Sector Housing Manager advised that the works had now 

been completed. 
 

The applicant was in attendance. 
 
The respondents were not in attendance, nor represented. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to grant the licence. 
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RENEWAL OF A LICENCE FOR A HOUSE IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION - SECOND 
FLOOR FLAT, 2 QUEENS GATE 
 

14. The Committee had before it a report by the Private Sector Housing Manager, 

which advised that the application was before the Committee for the reason that two 

letters of representation had been submitted; and that the necessary upgrading work and 
certification had not been completed. 
 

The applicant’s agent, Mr Chris Minchin was in attendance and spoke in support of the 
application and responded to questions from members of the Committee. 

 
The respondents were not in attendance, nor represented. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to defer consideration of the application until the works were completed, after which time 

the Chief Officer - Early Intervention & Community Empowerment could grant the licence 
under delegated powers if appropriate. 
 

 
GRANT OF A STREET TRADER'S LICENCE - PAULIES MEDIA LTD, HARENESS 
ROAD, SOUTH SIDE 65M WEST OF BLACKNESS ROAD 

 
15. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance, which advised that one letter of representation had been received and that 
the application required to be determined by 21 April 2023. 
 

The applicant’s agent, Mr Michael Stewart was in attendance and spoke in support of the 
application. 

 
The respondent was not in attendance, nor represented. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the licence. 

 
 
GRANT OF A STREET TRADER'S LICENCE - PAVEL PLASEK, BEACH 

ESPLANADE, EAST SIDE 100M SOUTH OF LINKS ROAD (SOUTHERN SPUR) 
 

16. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance, which advised that the Environmental Health Team had been unable to 
issue a compliance certificate for the catering van to date and the application required to 

be determined by 23 September 2022. 
 

The applicant, Mr Pavel Plasek was in attendance and spoke in support of his application 
and responded to questions from members. 
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Mr Andrew Gilchrist, Principal Environmental Health Officer indicated that outstanding 
work was still required to be undertaken by the applicant prior to a Certificate of 
Compliance being issued. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to defer consideration of the application to allow the applicant to undertake the necessary 
works to obtain the environmental health certificate of compliance by 23 September 2022, 
and if appropriate that the Chief Officer - Governance could grant the licence under 

delegated powers, or otherwise that the application be referred to a meeting of the 
Licensing Sub Committee for consideration. 

 
 
GRANT OF A LATE HOURS CATERING LICENCE - L & M STORES PREMIER, 132-

134 HUTCHEON STREET 
 

17. The Committee had before it an information note prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance in respect of the application which advised that the applicant had requested 
05:00 as the terminal hour for Monday to Sunday which was out with the Licensing 

Committee policy for late hours catering licence within the City Centre area. 
 
The applicant agent, Mr Sandy Kilminster was in attendance and spoke in support of his 

application and answered questions from members. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the licence. 
 

 
In accordance with Article 1 of this minute, Councillor Malik left the meeting 

for the following item of business.  
 
At this juncture, Councillor Boulton declared an interest in relation to the 

following item of business by virtue of her being called as a witness in  
Court proceedings relating to the applicant. She advised that the nature of 

her interest required her to leave the meeting and took no part in the 
Committee’s deliberations thereon. 
 

Also at this juncture, Councillor MacGregor declared an interest in relation 
to the following item of business by virtue of him knowing the applicant. He 

advised that the nature of his interest required him to leave the meeting and 
took no part in the Committee’s deliberations thereon. 
 

 
GRANT OF A TAXI OPERATOR LICENCE - VARINDER SOOD 

 
18. The Committee had before it an information note prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance in respect of the application, which advised that following inspection, the 
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applicant’s modified vehicle did not meet the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 
specifications of the Licensing Authority. 

 

The licence holder, Mr Varinder Sood was in attendance, spoke in support of his 
application and responded to questions from members. 

 
Mr John Weir, Fleet Services Manager was in attendance and responded to questions 
from members. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to defer consideration of the application to allow the applicant to seek to resolve the 
discrepancies with the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle specification and to waive the 
inspection fee thereafter. 

 
 

In accordance with Article 1 of this minute, the Convener and Councillor 

Clark left the meeting for the following item of business.  
 

 
REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM PERMITTED VEHICLE POLICY - STEVEN HALL 
PH105 

 
19. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance, which advised that the applicant was seeking an exemption from the 
Permitted Vehicles policy, seeking permission to submit an application to licence an SUV 
which was not permitted under the current policy. 

 
The applicant was in attendance and advised that Mr Russell McLeod would speak on 

his behalf in support of his request. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to approve the request for exemption from the Permitted Vehicle Policy; and 
(ii) to note that the Chief Officer - Governance would review the wording and the 

specifications in the current Permitted Vehicles Policy and submit a report in this 
regard in due course. 

 

 
REVIEW OF STREET TRADER POLICY - COM/22/180 

 
20. With reference to article 17 of the minute of meeting of 22 March 2022, the 

Committee had before it a report by the Director of Commissioning which presented the 

responses to the Street Trader Policy consultation and sought approval to implement and 
publish the new policy. 

 
The report recommended:- 

that the Committee –  

(a) note the responses received in respect of the Street Trader Policy consultation;  
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(b) approve the Street Trader Policy and agree that it takes effect from 1 November 
2022; and  

(c) instruct the Chief Officer - Governance to publish the Street Trader Policy on the 

Council’s website. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the recommendations. 
 

 
SHORT TERM LETS - NEW LICENSING POWERS - CUS/22/191 

 
21. The Committee had before it a report by the Director of Customer Services which 

sought approval for a Short Term Lets policy to allow the Council to licence short-term 

lets in Aberdeen under the ‘Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of Short 
Term Lets) Order 2022’. 

 
The report recommended:- 

that the Committee –  

(a) approve the Short Term Lets Policy with effect from 1 October 2022 in Appendix 
1;  

(b) approve the proposed Additional Licence Conditions with effect from 1 October 

2022 in Appendix 2;  
(c) approve the Temporary Licence statement with effect from 1 October 2022 in 

Appendix 3; and 
(d) approve the Temporary Exemption statement with effect from 1 October 2022 in 

Appendix 4. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to approve the recommendations; 
(ii) that a report providing details in relation to the number of registered licence holders 

and any challenges in respect of the policy be submitted to the Committee in nine 

months’ time; and 
(iii) that a review of the policy be undertaken 12 months from the implementation date 

(1 October 2022), with a report being submitted to Committee thereafter. 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 

The press and public were excluded from the meeting for consideration of 
the following items which contained confidential information in terms of 
Section 50A 3(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973. 

 
 

LANDLORD REGISTRATION (AGENDA ITEM 10.1) 
 
22. The Committee had before it (1) an information note prepared by the Private 

Sector Housing Manager, which provided details in relation to an application for Landlord 
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Registration; (2) a letter from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o North East 
Division, dated 14 July 2022; and (3) correspondence from the applicant in response to 
the letter from Police Scotland. 

  
The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented. 

  
Police Constable Duthie was in attendance and spoke in support of Police Scotland’s 
letter.  

 
The Committee resolved:- 

to refuse the licence on the grounds that the applicant was not a fit and proper person to 
be registered as a landlord. 
 

 
LANDLORD REGISTRATION (AGENDA ITEM 10.2) 
 

23. The Committee had before it (1) an information note prepared by the Private 

Sector Housing Manager, which provided details in relation to an application for Landlord 

Registration; and (2) a letter from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o North 
East Division dated 14 July 2022. 
  

The applicant was not in attendance, nor represented. 
  

Police Constable Duthie was in attendance and spoke in support of Police Scotland’s 
letter.  
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to refuse the licence on the grounds that the applicant was not a fit and proper 

person to be registered as a landlord. 
 
 

In accordance with Article 1 of this minute, Councillor Clark left the meeting 
for the following item of business.  

 
 

REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION (PARAGRAPH 11) OF A TAXI 

DRIVER'S LICENCE (AGENDA ITEM 10.3) 
 

24. The Committee had before it (1) an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 

– Governance, which advised that a request had been received under Paragraph 11, 
Schedule 1 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 for the suspension or revocation 

of a Taxi Driver’s licence; (2) a letter from the Chief Superintendent, Police Scotland, c/o 
North East Division, dated 7 July 2022; and (3) a letter of representation submitted by 

the licence holder. 
 
Police Constable Duthie was in attendance and spoke in support of Police Scotland’s 

letter. 
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The licence holder was not in attendance, nor represented. 
 

The Vice Convener, seconded by Councillor Fairfull, moved:- 
that the Committee revoke the licence on the grounds that the licence holder was 

not a fit and proper person. 
 
Councillor Boulton, seconded by the Convener, moved as an amendment:- 

that the Committee defer consideration of the request to allow the licence holder 
to attend the next meeting of the Committee. 

 
Councillor MacGregor moved a further amendment as follows:- 
 that the Committee take no action. 

 
Councillor MacGregor’s amendment was not seconded, therefore in terms of Standing 
Order 29.12, the amendment fell. 

 
On a division, there voted:- for the motion (4) – the Vice Convener and Councillors 

Crockett, Fairfull and Tissera; for the amendment (8) – the Convener and Councillors 
Boulton, Farquhar, Henrickson, MacGregor, Malik, McLeod and van Sweeden. 
 

The Committee resolved:- 

to adopt the amendment. 

 
 
REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION (PARAGRAPH 12) OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE 

(AGENDA ITEM 10.5) 
 

25. The Committee had before it (1) an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer 

– Governance, which advised that a request had been received under Paragraph 12, 
Schedule 1 of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 for the suspension of a Taxi 

Driver’s licence; and (2) correspondence from the Enforcement Officer, Licensing Team.  
 

The licence holder was in attendance, spoke in support of the licence and responded to 
questions from members of the Committee. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to suspend the licence holder for the unexpired period of his licence. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE (AGENDA ITEM 10.4) 

 
26. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance, which advised that the application required to be determined by 20 March 
2023. 
 

The applicant was in attendance and spoke in support of the application. 
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The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to refuse the licence; and 

(ii) to agree that if the applicant received confirmation from his GP that he meets 
DVLA Group 2 medical standards, that the Chief Officer – Governance be 

instructed to waive the fee for a fresh application and the requirement to sit the 
street knowledge test and could grant the licence under delegated powers, if 
appropriate. 

 
 
RENEWAL OF A TAXI DRIVER'S LICENCE (AGENDA ITEM 10.6) 
 
27. The Committee had before it an information sheet prepared by the Chief Officer – 

Governance, which advised that the application required to be determined by 24 
February 2022. 

 
The applicant was in attendance and spoke in support of the application. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

to approve the licence. 
- COUNCILLOR GILL AL-SAMARAI, Convener 
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ABERDEEN, 4 November 2022.  Minute of meeting of the LICENSING 

COMMITTEE.  Present:  Councillor Al-Samarai, Convener; Councillor Delaney, 
Vice Convener; and Councillors Clark, Crockett, Fairfull, Farquhar, Graham, 

Henrickson, McLeod, Tissera and van Sweeden. 
 
 

The agenda and reports associated with this minute can be found here. 
 

Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this 
document will not be retrospectively altered. 

 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TRANSPARENCY STATEMENTS 
 
1. There were no declarations of interest or transparency statements intimated. 

 
 
GRANT OF A TAXI OPERATOR LICENCE - VARINDER SOOD 
 
2. With reference to article 18 of the minute of the previous meeting of 6 September 

2022,  the Committee had before it an information note prepared by the Chief Officer – 
Governance in respect of the application, which advised that following inspection, the 
applicant’s modified vehicle did not meet the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (WAV) 

specifications of the Licensing Authority. 
 

The Committee heard Mr Sandy Munro, Legal Adviser, Aberdeen City Council provide 
background information in relation to the application and responded to questions from 
members.  

 
The applicant, Mr Varinder Sood was in attendance, spoke in support of his application, 

responded to questions from members and then summed up. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 

(i) to defer consideration of the application to allow the applicant to undertake a 
further vehicle inspection at Fleet Services and to waive the inspection fee; and 

(ii) that if the vehicle meets the required WAV measurement specifications set by the 
Licensing Authority, the Chief Officer – Governance could grant the application 
under delegated powers, however if it did not, the application be referred to the 

Licensing Committee for consideration. 
- COUNCILLOR GILL AL-SAMARAI, Convener 
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 
 
 

ABERDEEN, 12 October 2022.  Minute of Meeting of the TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE 

CAR CONSULTATION GROUP.  Present:- Councillor Al-Samarai, Chairperson; 
and Councillors Crockett, Farquhar and van Sweeden (as substitute for Councillor 

Clark); and Chris Douglas (Aberdeen Taxis) and Stewart Duncan (Airport Taxis). 
 
In attendance:-   PC Ina Duthie (Police Scotland), Sandy Munro and Dave McKane 

(Licensing Team), John Weir (Fleet Manager, Operations) Mark Masson and Gogo 
Okafor (Committee Services). 

 
 

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

 
1. The Chairperson welcomed those in attendance to the meeting. 

 
The Clerk intimated that apologies for absence had been submitted by Councillors 
Boulton, Clark, Delaney and Henrickson; and Mr Russell McLeod.  

 
He also indicated that Councillor van Sweeden was in attendance as the substitute for 

Councillor Clark. 
 
 
MINUTE OF MEETING OF 26 AUGUST 2022, FOR APPROVAL 
 

2. The Consultation Group had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 26 

August 2022. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

to approve the minute as a correct record. 
 

 
REFERRALS - MINUTE EXTRACT FROM MEETING OF LICENSING COMMITTEE OF 

6 SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
3. With reference to articles 5, 6 and 11 of the minute of the previous meeting of 26 

August 2022, the Consultation Group had before them for information, a minute extract 
from the meeting of the Licensing Committee of 6 September 2022. 

 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) to note that the Committee took no action at this time in relation to bringing forward 

a review of the Taxi Fare Review;  
(ii) to note that the Committee deferred the commencement of a Taxi Demand Survey 

for 12 months; and  
(iii) to note that the Committee agreed to increase the number of annual meetings of 

the Taxi and Private Hire Car Consultation Group to four, commencing in 2023. 

 
 

 
 
 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT 

Page 19

Agenda Item 5.2



2 
 

 
TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

12 October 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

 
4. The Consultation Group had before it for consideration, the Enforcement Officer’s 

report which provided details relating to Taxi/Private Hire Car issues and information. 
 
Dave McKane highlighted the main issues from his report and responded to questions 

from members, clarifying in particular (1) that the driver numbers (4%) had stabilised in 
the past 12 months; and (2) that the number of tests passed was 23% and not 28% as 

reported. 
 
Chris Douglas suggested that to help monitor trends/impact, could statistics on 

Passes/Fails following test resits be added to future reports. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) to note that the Enforcement Officer would add statistics of Passes/Fails following 
street knowledge test resits to future reports to the Group; and 

(ii) to otherwise note the information provided. 
 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY - ITEM SUBMITTED BY STEWART DUNCAN 
 

5. The Consultation Group had before it correspondence from Stewart Duncan in 

relation to Public Safety. 

 
The Group heard Mr Duncan make reference to the recent death of Jill Barclay and he 
suggested that there was a requirement to discuss with all relevant stakeholders 

(Aberdeen City Council, taxi booking offices, press and Police Scotland) the issue 
regarding public safety, and explore any of the collective actions, which could be taken 

to reassure the public that the stakeholders could provide safe areas for single travellers 
to support people who find themselves in unexpected vulnerable situations. 
 

The Group then heard PC Ian Duthie, provide a detailed response in terms of the ongoing 
initiatives which were already in place to ensure public safety, including the following:- 

 Licensed Premises ‘Ask for Angela’ – adopted by approximately 90% of the trade,  
Bar and Door Staff receiving training, Places of Safety within licensed premises, 
contacting friends/family and/or Police; 

 Bystander Training (intervention) – Rolled out to the licensing trade and University 
population which displayed various scenarios and video content and sought 

feedback and provided recommendations on what should be done if they have 
any concerns; 

 Licensed Premises Duty of Care and Drugs Policy – spiking incidents reported 

but following investigation there had been no confirmed cases in the local area; 
requirement for staff to contact taxi/friends/family/police etc with instruction that 

vulnerable people should not just be asked to leave the premises and left on their 
own;  
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TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR CONSULTATION GROUP 

12 October 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

 Street Pastors (Christian community volunteers) – trained to engage with people 
on the street, to listen care and help those in need; vehicle situated on Belmont 

Street at weekends; 

 NHS Hub – can assist and respond to situations which alleviates pressure on 

paramedics and ambulance services; Police would also take people to hospital if 
there was a requirement to do so;  

 Taxi Marshalls – providing assistance at the night time taxi ranks, hours of 

operation recently changed at the request of the Consultation Group; 

 Weekend briefing sessions held within the policing teams, which would highlight 

any licensing issues/concerns. 
 
During the discussion, the following was noted:- 

 that taxis were an expensive option for many on low incomes, especially when the 
distance of travel to get home at night may be relatively short, although could be 

quite worrying for some, particularly when they were alone; 

 that taxi drivers were reminded to be vigilant, particularly as they cover large areas 

of the city 24/7; 

 that at present there was no appetite from the licensing trade to establish the ‘Unite 

Group’, or something similar; and 

 that Aberdeen Taxis had developed a ‘Safe Cab’ App for smart phones, which 
other companies could consider using, which incorporated a ‘Safe Walk’ feature, 

to help people who were unable to find/flag down a taxi, and was designed to 
share the users location with friends/family for tracking purposes, but also had a 

‘panic button’ to alert taxi offices. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

(i) that the Clerk would look into the possibility of arranging a demonstration of the 
‘Safe Cab’ App at the next meeting of the Licensing Committee; and 

(ii) to otherwise note the information provided. 
 
 
MEETING DATES FOR 2023 
 

6. The Consultation Group had before it the dates for the four meetings to be held in 

2023 at 10am in the Town House as follows:- 

 8 February 2023; 

 5 April 2023; 

 4 October 2023; and 

 6 December 2023. 
 
The Consultation Group resolved:- 

to note the meeting dates. 
- COUNCILLOR GILL AL-SAMARAI, Chairperson 
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

A B C D E F G H I

Report Title
Minute Reference/Committee Decision or Purpose 

of Report
Update Report Author Chief Officer Directorate

Terms of 

Reference 

Number

Delayed or 

Recommende

d for removal 

or transfer, 

enter either D, 

R, or T

Explanation if delayed, 

removed or transferred 

15 November 2022

DATE DATE DATE

Taxi Fleet Composition To provide an update on the transition from the 100% 

WAV Policy to a Mixed Fleet Policy

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3 D Delayed in order for  

further benchmarking to 

be undertaken and for 

consultation with the 

Disability Equity 

Partnership.

TBC/2023

DATE DATE DATE

Taxi Driver Training Licensing Committee 19/2/19 agreed to instruct the 

Chief Officer – Governance to continue to investigate 

training programmes for taxi and private hire drivers 

and report back to the Committee in this regard as and 

when appropriate.

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

Review of Taxi Ranks The Committee on 26/10/21 agreed to instruct the 

Chief Officer – Governance to undertake a Review of 

the Taxi Ranks in Aberdeen at the earliest opportunity 

following any Council decision being taken on the 

options for vehicle access on Union Street and the 

Spaces for People interventions in that area.

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

Review of the Short Term 

Lets Policy

The Committee on 06/09/22 agreed that a review of the 

policy be undertaken 12 months from the 

implementation date (1 October 2022).

Due early 2024 Jocelyn 

Janssen

Early 

Intervention and 

Community 

Empowerment

Customer 17.3

Review of Permitted 

Vehicle Policy

The Committee on 06/09/22 agreed to instruct the 

Chief Officer - Governance to review the wording and 

the specifications in the current Permitted Vehicles 

Policy and submit a report to this Committee in due 

course.

Sandy Munro Governance Commissioning 17.3

LICENSING COMMITTEE BUSINESS PLANNER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The Business Planner details the reports which have been instructed by the Committee as well as reports which the Functions expect to be submitting.

P
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Application Name of 

Applicant & 
Agent 

Premises of which 

application refers 

Representations 

received  

Date by which 

application to be 
determined (date 

order) 

Page 

Number 

HMO Application 

(New) 

Castlehill Housing 
Trust 

45 Huxterstone 
Drive, Aberdeen 

1 Objection 21 August 2023 27 - 34 

HMO Application 

(Renewal) 

Lady Dorothy 
Angest  + 

Winchesters 
Lettings 

2 The Chanonry, 
Aberdeen 

1 Objection (and 
1 late objection 

received 22/9/22) 

29 August 2023 35 - 40 

HMO Application 

(Renewal) 

Marie Drury + 

Margaret Duffus 

Leasing 

379 Links Road, 

Aberdeen 

1 Objection (Late 

received 
18/10/22) 

22 September 2023 41 - 44 

HMO Application 

(Renewal) 

Aurelie Mercier 44 Kincorth Place, 

Aberdeen 

2 Objections 11 October 2023 45 - 58 

Request for Exemption 

from Policy – Street 

Knowledge Test 

Kenneth Watson  N/A Legal N/A 59 - 62 

Request for Exemption 

from Policy – Age of 

Vehicle 

Alan & Valerie 

Mitchell 

N/A Legal N/A 63 - 66 

Renewal of Taxi 

Operator Licence  

Jane & Gary Mair 

(A Partnership)  

SV17 VAK Legal 25 September 2023 67 - 70 

Renewal of Taxi 

Operator Licence 

Paul Reynolds SF60 AZP Legal 28 November 2022 71 - 72 

Request for Exemption 

from Policy – Street 

Knowledge Test 

Dilshad Wasta 

Aziz 

N/A Legal N/A 73 - 74 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 November 2022 

 

Public Application 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (NEW) 

APPLICANT: CASTLEHILL HOUSING TRUST 

AGENT: NONE STATED 

ADDRESS: 45 HUXTERSTONE DRIVE, ABERDEEN 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

This HMO licence application is on the agenda of the Licensing Committee for the 
reason that 2 representation/objection e-mails were submitted to the HMO Unit. 
 
If, after consideration of the representation/objection, the Committee is minded to 
grant the HMO licence, it may do so under delegated powers since at the time of 
drafting this report, the necessary upgrading works and certification have not been 
completed. I will advise Members during the Committee if that position has 
changed. 

 

DESCRIPTION  

The detached house at No.45 Huxterstone Drive, Aberdeen, is the subject of this 
new HMO licence application and its accommodation comprises 4 letting 
bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, utility room, dining room, activity room & 2 wet rooms. 
The applicant wishes to accommodate a maximum of 4 tenants, which is 
acceptable to the HMO Unit in terms of space and layout. The location of the 
premises is shown on the plan attached as Appendix A. 

 

CONSULTEES 

• Police Scotland  
• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
•  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building, 

alerting the public to the HMO licence application.  
 

REPRESENTATIONS/OBJECTIONS  

• Police Scotland – no objections 

• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

• One objection e-mail from W. Roadnight (Attached as Appendix B)  

• Applicant– one letter of representation in response to the objection letter 
(Attached as Appendix C) 

 
The objection was received within the statutory time period therefore the Council 

must consider. 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all 
the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance 
ix) There is, or would be, an overprovision of HMOs in the locality   

   
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and their 
registration includes No.45 Huxterstone Drive. 

 

• The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 
record of any complaints in respect of No.45 Huxterstone Drive. 
 

• All upgrading work required by the HMO Officer, including certification, has 
not yet been completed.  
 

• There are no other Granted HMO’s at Huxterstone Drive. 
 

• The objection mentions parking, members may wish to note that car parking 
is not a consideration of HMO Licensing as it is not mentioned in the 
Statutory Guidance, nor is it covered by any of the statutory grounds of 
refusal mentioned above. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 November 2022 

 

Public Application 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (RENEWAL) 

APPLICANT: LADY DOROTHY ANGEST 

AGENT: WINCHESTERS LETTING 

ADDRESS: 2 THE CHANONRY, ABERDEEN 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

This HMO licence application is on the agenda of the Licensing Committee for the 
reason that 1 representation/objection e-mail was submitted to the HMO Unit. 
 
If, after consideration of the representation/objection, the Committee is minded to 
grant the HMO licence, it may do so under delegated powers since at the time of 
drafting this report, the necessary upgrading works and certification have not been 
completed. I will advise Members during the Committee if that position has 
changed. 

 

DESCRIPTION  

The premises to which this HMO Licence application relates is a three-storey 
basement detached house with accommodation comprising of 5 letting bedrooms, 
3 public rooms, one kitchen and 3 shower rooms. The applicant wishes to 
accommodate a maximum of 5 tenants, which is acceptable to the HMO Unit in 
terms of space and layout. The location of the premises is shown on the plan 
attached as Appendix A. 

 

CONSULTEES 

• Police Scotland  
• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
•  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building, 

alerting the public to the HMO licence application.  
 

REPRESENTATIONS/OBJECTIONS  

• Police Scotland – no objections 

• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

• One objection letter from Gordon Mutch (Attached as Appendix B) 

The objection was received within the statutory time period therefore the Council 

must consider. 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all 
the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance 
ix) There is, or would be, an overprovision of HMOs in the locality   

   
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and their 
registration includes No.2 The Chanonry. 

 

• The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has 
received one email record of complaint in respect of No.2 The Chanonry: 
 
22 September 2022 - Retrospective e-mail received from a complainer 
regarding large parties in the garden until 3 and 4 am. Including loud music, 
sounds of glass breaking and smoking.  ASBIT team replied with suitable 
advice and contact details for reporting noise issues when noise or 
antisocial behaviour is ongoing. 
 

• All upgrading work required by the HMO Officer, including certification, has 
not yet been completed.  

 

• The objection mentions the ‘Notice of Display’.  The Notice of Display should 
be displayed outside the property for a statutory period of 21 days.  The 
applicants Agent has declared the Notice was displayed outside No.2 The 
Chanonry, from 30 August 2022 to 17 October 2022. A Private Sector 
Housing Officer checked on 06 September 2022 at the property inspection 
and the Notice was on display on a lamp post outside the property. 
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• The applicant was first granted an HMO licence for No.2 The Chanonry in 
September 2014 and the application under consideration is a 2nd renewal 
application.  
 

• There are no other Granted HMO’s at The Chanonry. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 November 2022 

 

Public Application 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (RENEWAL) 

APPLICANT: MARIE DRURY 

AGENT: MARGARET DUFFUS LEASING 

ADDRESS: 379 LINKS ROAD, ABERDEEN 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

This HMO renewal licence application has received that 1 letter of 
representation/objection that was submitted late to the HMO Unit. 
 
If, after consideration of the representation/objection, the Committee is minded to 
grant the HMO licence, it may do so under delegated powers since at the time of 
drafting this report, the necessary upgrading works have not been completed. I will 
advise Members during the Committee if that position has changed. 

 

DESCRIPTION  

The premises to which this HMO Licence application relates is a second floor flat 
providing accommodation of 3 letting bedrooms, dining kitchen and bathroom. The 
applicant wishes to accommodate a maximum of 3 tenants, which is acceptable to 
the HMO Unit in terms of space and layout. The location of the premises is shown 
on the plan attached as Appendix A. 

 

CONSULTEES 

• Police Scotland  
• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
•  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building, 

alerting the public to the HMO licence application.  
 

REPRESENTATIONS/OBJECTIONS  

• Police Scotland – no objections 

• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

• One objection letter from Emma Stewart 

• Agent – one letter of representation from the Agent, Margaret Duffus 
Leasing, in response to the objection letter  
 

 

 

 

 

Page 41

Agenda Item 8.3



 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all 
the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance 
ix) There is, or would be, an overprovision of HMOs in the locality   

   
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and their 
registration includes No.379 Links Road. 

 

• The Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) has no 
record of any complaints in respect of No.379 Links Road. 

 

• All upgrading work required by the HMO Officer, has not yet been 
completed.  
 

• The objection mentions parking, members may wish to note that car parking 
is not a consideration of HMO Licensing as it is not mentioned in the 
Statutory Guidance, nor is it covered by any of the statutory grounds of 
refusal mentioned above. 

 

• The applicant was first granted an HMO licence for No.379 Links Road in 
June 2010 and the application under consideration is a 4th renewal 
application.  
 

• There are currently 10 HMO-licensed properties in Links Road, ie. Nos.139, 
149, 169, 185, 201, 217, 233, 295, 359 & 361. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 November 2022 

 

Public Application 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (RENEWAL) 

APPLICANT: AURELIE MERCIER 

AGENT: NONE 

ADDRESS: 44 KINCORTH PLACE, ABERDEEN 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

This HMO licence application is on the agenda of the Licensing Committee for the 
reason that 2 letters representation/objection were submitted to the HMO Unit. 
 
If, after consideration of the representation/objection, the Committee is minded to 
grant the HMO licence, it may do so under delegated powers since at the time of 
drafting this report, the necessary upgrading works and certification have not been 
completed. I will advise Members during the Committee if that position has 
changed.  

 

DESCRIPTION  

The premises to which this HMO Licence application relates is an upper flat with 
accommodation comprising of 4 letting bedrooms, one kitchen/public room and 1 
bathroom. The applicant wishes to accommodate a maximum of 4 tenants, which is 
acceptable to the HMO Unit in terms of space and layout. The location of the 
premises is shown on the plan attached as Appendix A. 

 

CONSULTEES 

• Police Scotland  
• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
•  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building, 

alerting the public to the HMO licence application.  
 

REPRESENTATIONS/OBJECTIONS  

• Police Scotland – no objections 

• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

• One objection letter from Hazel & Donald Tiffen (Attached as Appendix B) 

• One objection letter from Janet Bruce (Attached as Appendix C) 

• Applicant – one letter of representation, in response to the objection letters 
(Attached as Appendix D) 

 
The objections were received within the statutory time period therefore the Council 

must consider. 
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COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all 
the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance 
ix) There is, or would be, an overprovision of HMOs in the locality   

   
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and their 
registration includes No.44 Kincorth Place. 

 

• The letter of objection refers to the involvement of the Council’s Anti-Social 
Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT)in respect of No.44 Kincorth Place. 
ASBIT were contacted and asked for their comments, the response was as 
follows:  
 
21 October 2022 - A complainer phoned regarding raised voices and footfall 
at No.44 Kincorth Place. ASBIT team were on route, however cancelled as 
the tenants at No.44 Kincorth Place left the property. 
 
04 July 2022 - A complainer emailed the ASBIT team regarding noise from 
No.44 Kincorth Place. The ASBIT team replied with appropriate advice and 
that the complainer call when excessive noise is ongoing. 
 
16 February 2022 –Tenant at No.44 Kincorth Place raised a complaint to 
ASBIT about a neighbour banging the floorboards of No.44 Kincorth Place. 
The ASBIT team replied with appropriate advice and mediation information. 
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18 November 2021 – A complainer emailed the ASBIT team to report loud 
voices, gaming noises and banging doors at No.44 Kincorth Place. The 
ASBIT team replied with appropriate advice and mediation information. 
 
16 June 2021 – A complainer emailed the ASBIT team to report parties and 
loud voices at No.44 Kincorth Place. ASBIT staff contacted the landlord to 
discuss the complaint regarding the HMO tenants.  
 

• The letter of objection refers to floorboards within No.44 Kincorth Place. As 
part of the HMO application process, an Inspecting Officer attended the 
property on Tuesday 1 November 2022 and produced findings of the flooring 

within No.44 Kincorth Place. (Attached as Appendix E). 
  

• All upgrading work required by the HMO Officer, including certification, has 
not yet been completed.  

 

• The applicant was first granted an HMO licence for No.44 Kincorth Place in 
September 2016 and the application under consideration is a 2nd renewal 
application.  
 

• There are no other Granted HMO’s at Kincorth Place. 
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‘E’ 
 

Address - 44 Kincorth Place, Aberdeen, AB12 5QJ 

Application – HOUS45806003 

Property – Upper flat, 4 Bedrooms, Bathroom, Lounge/kitchen. 

 

Location Situation at visit 

Bedroom 1 Normal quality carpeting. 
No evidence of creaking of 
floorboards when moving 
about room at time of visit. 

 
Bedroom 2 Normal quality carpeting. 

No evidence of creaking of 
floorboards when moving 
about room at time of visit. 

 
Bedroom 3 Normal quality carpeting. 

No evidence of creaking of 
floorboards when moving 
about room at time of visit. 

 
Bedroom 4 Normal quality carpeting. 

No evidence of creaking of 
floorboards when moving 
about room at time of visit. 

 
Hallway Normal quality carpeting. 

Some evidence of creaking 
floorboards at entrance to 
lounge/kitchen as seen at top 
of photograph. 
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Bathroom Linoleum floor covering – no 
evidence of creaking 
floorboards at time of visit. 

 
Lounge/Kitchen Linoleum Flooring. No 

evidence of floorboard 
creaking. 
 
Suspect may be above lounge 
for downstairs property and 
may historically have been 
converted to lounge /kitchen 
to provide fourth bedroom? 
Possibility of some structure 
borne footfall but nothing 
more than what would be 
reasonably expected in a 
flatted property. 
 

 

Back Garden No evidence of overflowing 
bins, area appeared well kept 
at time of visit. 

 
Side Garden Area appeared well kept at 

time of visit. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Exemption from Policy – Street Knowledge Test  

Applicant: - Kenneth Watson 

 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Mr Watson is seeking an exemption from the Committee Policy that states that an 

applicant for a Taxi Driver or Private Hire Car Driver licence must pass the street 

knowledge test.  

The test aims to ensure that all taxi and private hire drivers have a knowledge of the 

city including the layout of its roads and the location of landmarks. 

It should be noted that Mr Watson previously held a Taxi Driver licence from 
01/04/2006 to 28/02/2021. 
Our records indicate that Mr Watson applied to sit the street knowledge test on two 

occasions during this year (2022) however Mr Watson did not attend one and 
cancelled the other at the last minute.   

The Committee has before it an email from Mr Watson indicating the grounds under 

which he is seeking the exemption.  

Should the Committee be minded to grant the exemption Mr Watson is aware that 

he will be required to submit an application for the Grant of a Taxi Driver or Private 

Hire Car Driver Licence as he is not currently the holder of such a licence. 

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

Licensing Committee policy states that all applicants for a Taxi or Private Hire Car 

Driver licence must pass the street knowledge test prior to applying for the licence.  
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Good morning, 
  

Regarding the knowledge test I would like to appeal against it on the grounds l have been a taxi driver 
for 40 years and that for the last two / three years I have been dealing with my autistic son; also 
caring for my brother who passed away with Parkinson’s in 2021. Subsequently I was in charge of my 

brothers estate and arranging the sale of his house.  With tidying up my brothers paperwork I must 
have destroyed my own paperwork and not realised my taxi license had expired.  
 

I hope you will consider my appeal on the grounds above, please let me know if you require any 
further information. 
 

Many thanks, 
Kenneth Watson 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Exemption from Policy – Age of Vehicle  

Applicant: - Alan & Valerie Mitchell 

Vehicle: - SF12 OGH 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Alan and Valerie Mitchell are seeking an exemption from the Committee Policy that 

states that any vehicle being licensed as part of a Grant of Licence, Temporary 

Licence or Substitution application must be 5 years old or less on the day the 

application is submitted.  

The Policy is in place to ensure that the taxi fleet contains a high standard of vehicle 

in terms of appearance and mechanical performance 

The Committee has before it an email from Alan and Valerie Mitchell indicating the 

grounds under which they are seeking the exemption.  

It should be noted that the vehicle is now 10 years, 3 months old. The vehicle is a 

WAV and needs to be less than 10 years old.  Alan and Valerie Mitchell currently 

have vehicle with registration number NK08 GHZ licensed under Taxi Licence T084.  

Should the Committee be minded to grant the exemption Valerie and Alan Mitchell 

are aware that they will be required to submit a Taxi Vehicle Licence Substitution 

Application.  

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

Licensing Committee policy states that any Grant, Temporary or Substitution 

application for a Private Hire Car Licence must relate to a vehicle that is 5 years old 
or less on the date of application. 
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Good Morning 
  
I am writing to you to request and exemption from the age of vehicle policy.  
  
We currently own a 2008 VW Sharan (wheelchair accessible) which is becoming increasingly 
expensive to repair due to its age.  We purchased a Peugeot Partner, Registration Number SF12 
OGH, from by brother who has upgraded to a ULEZ compliant vehicle.  
  
We were hoping to use the Peugeot Partner for a year or so to allow us to save to purchase a ULEZ 
compliant vehicle.  Unfortunately, we did not realise that wheelchair accessible vehicles had to be 10 
years old or less.  The Peugeot was first registered in July 2022 thus making it 10 years and 3 months 
old to date. 
  
Unfortunately, if the VW Sharan does not pass it’s next Hackney Test and the request for exemption 
is not approved, we will be unable to purchase a ULEZ compliant vehicle, so will be unable to 
continue in the Taxi profession. 
  
I therefore ask you to kindly consider our request for an exemption from the age of vehicle policy.  
  
Kind regards 
  
Valerie and Alan Mitchell 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Taxi Operator Licence Renewal – A063 

Licence Holder: - Jane & Gary Mair (A Partnership)  

Vehicle: - SV17 VAK 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Renewal submitted 26/09/2022 

Determination date 25/09/2023 
Application for renewal of taxi operator licence. The application does not comply 
with the Committee’s Policy which states that the licence holder must be the owner 

of the vehicle. The named keeper on the vehicle V5 registration document and 
insurance certificate is different from that of the licence holder. The application was 

submitted and paid for by the licence holder. 
 

 CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland 

  
 

     COMMITTEE GUILDELINES/POLICY 

The holder of a taxi or private hire operator licence must be the owner of the 

licensed vehicle, the named keeper on the V5 registration document and the 

named Insurer on the vehicle insurance certificate. 

The only exceptions to this are: 

 Licences in the name of Partnerships, where the owner/keeper and 

insurance may be in the name of one of the partners. 

 Where a vehicle is leased from a recognised leasing company or purchased 

on finance, the leasing company or finance company may be the registered 

keeper or owner of the vehicle. 

Any change of insurer, or insurance cover, must be intimated forthwith to the 

licensing authority. 

 

 

 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in 

their opinion— 

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 

partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either— 

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or 
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(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence; 

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit 

of a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 

such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the 

use of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may 

be, that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 

having regard to— 

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition 

of the vehicle or vessel; 

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity; 

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel; 

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or 

(v)public order or public safety; or 

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application; 

and otherwise shall grant the application. 

 

Page 68



For the Attention of all in the licensing committee. 

 

I am writing to you regarding Airport plate No 063, which was granted a temporary license until 

review in front of a full committee on 15th November, regarding the name on the V5 and insurance 
document. 

 

The plate is in a partnership agreement with my mother, Jane Mair, and myself, Gary Mair.  

 

We have had the plate managed by Paul Wood for almost 18 years now. 

Paul has always owned and insured his own saloon car. There has been no requirement or  need for 

anyone else to be named on the V5 or insurance as no one else drives the vehicle.  

Paul has worked as an airport taxi driver for over 16 years now. His plan is to retire in the next few 

years and to keep his existing saloon car until this time. 

 

We have always worked within the guidelines the council have set, however we are very 

disappointed to hear that the council are considering changing the criteria which may force Paul and 

many other drivers off the road. 

 

It seems very unfair and possibly unlawful to take this plate away and force Paul to buy a new 

vehicle. In his case this would have to be a WAV as I’m sure you aware, unfortunately you cannot 

have a private hire vehicle working at the airport. 

This chain of events would likely put Paul out of a job, as due to previous health issues he would not 

be fit and able to use a WAV. 

 

At a time when the general public are complaining about the lack of taxi drivers, we were again in 

the local press on 26th October. There is no logic behind the council considering taking license’s 

away from drivers willing to work. Aberdeen is an international Airport and is severely lacking in 

essential public transport services. 

 

We would appreciate you taking into account the points raised above and reconsider taking away 

this license. 

 

I will be attending the meeting on the 15th November along with Paul Wood to answer any 
questions the committee may have. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET 

15 November 2022 

 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: TAXI VEHICLE LICENCE - RENEWAL 

APPLICANT: PAUL REYNOLDS – SF60 AZP 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Application submitted 29/11/2021 
Must be determined by 28/11/2022 

 
The applicant has not provided evidence that the vehicle has been inspected and 

tested as required.  
 
Mr Reynolds emailed on 25/03/2022 to advise that his car had a complete engine 

failure and that he was renting a car and working through Rainbow Taxis.  
 

The Enforcement Officer advised on 25/03/2022 that in respect of his renewal 
application the vehicle would require to pass a hackney, or another vehicle be 
substituted on the licence. 

 
 

DESCRIPTION  

Renewal of Taxi Licence  
 

CONSULTEES 

 Police Scotland 
 

OBJECTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  

 

  

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All licensed vehicles must have an in date hackney pass certificate or they cannot 

operate 
 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

A licensing authority shall refuse an application to grant or renew a licence if, in their 

opinion— 

(a)the applicant or, where the applicant is not a natural person, any director of it or 

partner in it or any other person responsible for its management, is either— 

(i)for the time being disqualified from holding a licence, or 
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(ii)not a fit and proper person to be the holder of the licence; 

(b)the activity to which it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit of 

a person, other than the applicant, who would be refused the grant or renewal of 

such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)where the licence applied for relates to an activity consisting of or including the use 

of premises or a vehicle or vessel, those premises are not or, as the case may be, 

that vehicle or vessel is not suitable or convenient for the conduct of the activity 

having regard to— 

(i)the location, character or condition of the premises or the character or condition of 

the vehicle or vessel; 

(ii)the nature and extent of the proposed activity; 

(iii)the kind of persons likely to be in the premises, vehicle or vessel; 

(iv)the possibility of undue public nuisance; or 

(v)public order or public safety; or 

(d)there is other good reason for refusing the application; 

and otherwise shall grant the application. 
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LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

15 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Exemption from Policy – Street knowledge Test  

Applicant: - Dilshad Wasta Aziz 

 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

Mr Aziz is seeking an exemption from the Committee Policy that states that an 

applicant for a Taxi Driver or Private Hire Car Driver licence must pass the street 

knowledge test.  

The test aims to ensure that all taxi and private hire drivers have a knowledge of the 

city including the layout of its roads and the location of landmarks. 

It should be noted that Mr Aziz previously held a Taxi Driver Licence from 25/08/2014 
to 31/07/2021 and a Private Hire Vehicle Licence from 10/04/2015 to 31/03/2017. 
The Committee has before it an email from Mr Aziz indicating the grounds under 

which he is seeking the exemption.  

Mr Aziz advised that he did not receive a reminder letter to renew his licence in 2021 

however this cannot be confirmed. The expiry date is printed on the licence issued 

and there is no requirement to issue a reminder letter. The licence holder has the 

responsibility to renew the licence prior to the expiry date.  

Should the Committee be minded to grant the exemption Mr Aziz is aware that he 

will be required to submit an application for the Grant of a Taxi Driver or Private Hire 

Driver Licence as he is not currently the holder of such a licence. 

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

Licensing Committee policy states that all applicants for a Taxi or Private Hire Car 

Driver licence must pass the street knowledge test prior to applying for the licence.  
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